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1 Should be glad to ſee any Account of Gop's 
Dealings with Man, which might rectify all 
our Errors with convincing Evidence, and ſcat- 
ter our Darkneſs like a bag Sun, But in the 
mean Time, let us bear with one another, remem- 
bring it is the Prerogative.of the great Gap only, to 
pierce through all his own infinite Schemes with an 
unerring Eye, to ſurround them with an All-com- 
rehenſive View, to graſp them all in one ſingle 
Survey, and to ſpread a reconciling Light over all 
their immenſe Varieties. Man muſt yet grapple 
with Difficulties in this duſky Twilight; but 6 OD 
in his Time will irradiate the Earth more plentiful- 
ly with his Light and Truth, Then Darkneſs ang 
ontentions ſhall fly away for ever! Amen! 
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SERIOUS 


CONSIDERATIONS, &c. 


"HAT there is a general Sufficiency of Pars 
don, Grace and Happineſs provided for all 
Mankind thro” Jeſus Chriſt, which it is left to them- 
ſelves to accept or refuſe, may, I think be proved 
by the following Conſiderations : 


I. It is very hard to vindicate the Sincerity of the 
Bleſſed God, or his Son, in their univerſal Offers of 
Grace and Salavation to Men, and their ſending Mi- 
niſters with fuch Meſſages and Invitations to accept 
of Mercy, if there be not ſuch a: conditional Pardon 
and Salvation provided for them. 

His Miniſters indeed, as they know not the Event 
of Things, may be ſincere in offering Salvation to 
all Perſons, according to their general Commiſſion, 
Go ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 
ture. But how can God or Chriſt be ſincere in ſend- 
ing them with this Commiſſion, to offer this Grace 
to all Men, if God has never provided ſuch Grace for 
any but the Ele&, no, not ſv much as conditionally ? 

Tis hard to ſuppoſe, that the Great God, who is 
Truth itſelf, and faithful in all his Dealings, ſhould 
call upon dying Men to truſt in a Saviour for eternal 
Life, when this Saviour has not eternal Life intruſted 
with him, to give them if they do as he requires P 
*Tis hard to conceive, how the ee of the 
World can be ſincere, in inviting Sinners, who are cn 
the Brink of Hell, to caſt themſelves upon an empty 
Word of Invitation, a mere Shadow and Appearance 

of 


1 


of Support, if there be nothing real to bear them up 
from thoſe Deeps of Deſtruction, nothing but mere 
Words and empty Invitations. Can we think that the 
Righteous and Holy God would incourage his Mini- 
ſters, to call them to lean and reſt the Weight of 
their immortal Concerns upon a Goſpel, a Covenant 
of Grace, a Mediator, and his Merit and Righteouſ- 
neſs; all which are a mere Nothing with regatd to 
them, a Heap of empty Names, an warp 4g "ore | 


Void, which cannot uphold them? When our Bleſ- 


ſed Redeemer charges the Jews with aggravated Guitt 


for refuſing his Grace, can we ſuppoſe, he had no 


Grace in his Hand to offer them? Ot when he, as it 
were, conſigns them over to Death, becauſe (ſays he) 
ye will not come unto me, that ye may have Liſe; can we 
ſuppoſe, he has no eternal Life, not ſo much as a 
conditional Grant of it in his Hands for them? 

To avoid theſe hard and abſurd Conſequences of 
the Calls of Grace and Offers of Salvation where none is 
really provided, ſome roundly aſſert, There are no Calle 
of Grace, no Offers of Salvation at all m the Word of God 
to any but the Elect. But this runs counter to a great 
many plain Scri; tures, wherein Pardon and Sal- 
vation are ptopoled to all Sinners whatioever, with- 
out any regard whether they are choſen of Gad or 


not. And it is the Deſign and Voice of the whole 


Current of Scripture, to call Sinners to Repentance 
by Promiſes of Mercy, and to inforce that which 
Tjaiah ſpeaks, (chap. lxv. 6, 7.) Seek ye the Lord whale 
he may be found : Call ye upon him whale he 15 near. Let 
the wicked forſate lus Way, and the unrighteous Man huis 
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Thoughts ; let him return unto the Lord, ana he will have 


Mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
_ | | 


II. It is very hard to defend the Sincerity of the 
Spirit of God, in awakening the Conſciences of thoſe | 
Perſons who are not elected, as appears from this, 
that they live and die in their Sins] and ſtirring them ; 


up to think of receiving the Salvation of Chriſt upon 


the 
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the Terms of the Goſpel, if there be no ſuch Salva- 
tion provided, for them to receive upon any Terms. 
It is hard to ſuppoſe he ſhould excite the Conſciences 
of ſuch Sinners in any Degree, to any Repentings 
for Sin, and bring them near to the Kingdom of 
Heaven, in the Beginnings of Conviction, if there 
was no Pardon provided in any Senſe for thoſe who 
are not choſen, whether they repent or no. Itis hard 
to ſuppoſe he ſhould give them any, even the weak- 
eſt Excitations, to truſt in the Merit of a Saviour, if 
that Merit has obtained no Salvation for them, not 
ſo much as conditional, 

Shall it be ever ſaid, that God the Father and his 
Son and Spirit, have done each their Parts to en- 
courage and excite non- elect Sinners to accept of, 
and truſt in the Goſpel of Salvation, when there is 
not ſo much as the leaſt Salvation, even in a condi- 
tional Senſe, provided for them-to accept of? 


III. It is equally difficult to. vindicate the Equity of 
God, as the Judge of all Men, in condemning Un- 
believers for not accepting the Offers of Pardon, if no 
Pardon was provided for them ; and in puniſhin 
them eternally for not reſting on the Merit of Chriſt, 
and receiving his Salvation, if there was no ſuch 
Merit for them to-reſt up on, nor any ſuch Salva- 
tion for them to receive. Surely it will appear in 
that Day, that the Condemnation of Sinners, and 
their eternal Miſery, was merely the Fruit of their 
refuling to receive the Grace of God provided for 
them, and offered to them, and not of any want of 
ſufficient Proviſion made for them, by him who calls 
them to receive it. The Language of Chriſt, in his 
Miniſtry to Sinners, is, Come to the Feaſt of the Goſ- 
pel, for all Things are ready. This is the Condemnation, 
that when Light came into the world, they loved Darkneſs. 
rather than Light, Men are expreſly condemned, be- 
cauſe they would not come unto Chriſt, that they might have 
Life, And (as the Apoſtle John often repreſents) 
therefore they die in their S. And ſurely the Lord 
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Jeſus would never be ſent in flaming Fire to tale Ven- 
geance on them that obey not the Gojpel, if there was no 
ſufficient Proviſion made, whereby they might be 
enabled to obey it! 5 
It will render this Conſideration much more for- 

cible, when we obſerve, that there is a much ſeve- 
rer Condemnation to thoſe, who have heard of this 
Goſpel, and nat embraced it, in Proportion to the 
Light wherein it was ſet before them, It ſhall be 
leſs tolerable for thole who refuſed the Goſpel that 
. Chriit preached, than for Sodom and Gomorrah in the 
Day of Judgment. So their having it thus propoſed, 
makes their Caſe much worſe, than if it had never 
been propoſed to them. And can we think that the 
righteous Judge of the World will ſend forth Words 
of Grace and Salvation, when there is no real 
Grace or Salvation in thoſe Words, on purpoſe to 
make his Creatures ſo much the more miſerable ? 
*Tis very hard indeed to vindicate the Righteouſneſs 
of the Sentence, of their double Condemnation for 
refuſing Pardon and Salvation, if there was not an 
Pardon nor any Salvation provided for them! 


IV. The Word of God, by the general Commands, 
Promiſes, and Threatnings, given to all Men what- 
ſoever, and often repeated therein, repreſents Man- 


kind as in a State of Trial, and in the Way to eter- | 


nal Rewards or Puniſhments, according to their Be- 
haviour in this Life. Now it is very hard to fu 

poſe, all this ſhould be no real and juſt Repreſenta- 
tion, but a mere Amuſement : Tis hard to ſuppoſe, 
that all theſe Propoſals of Mercy, and Diſplays of the 
gracious Dealings of God, ſhould be an,empty Shew 


with regard to all the Millions of Mankind, beſides : 


the Few that are choſen to Happineſs. Tis hard to 


ſuppoſe, that they ſhould be lo fixed in a wretched, 3 
hopeleſs, and deplorable State, under the firſt Sin 
of the firſt Man, as to be utterly irrecoverable from ; 


the Ruins of it: Yea, as unalterably loſt, as the very 


Devils FJ 
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Devils are, for whom there was no Saviour provid- 
| P 


ed, and whom God has not treated in this Way, of 
Precept, Promiſe and Threatning, Is there not a 
plain Difference made in Scripture, between the An- 
= gels who ſinued, whom God ſpared not, but caft them down 
1 from Heaven, under Chains of Darkneſs, until the Fudg- 
ment of the great Day and Mankind who ſinned, to 


4 whom God giveth Time and. Space for Repentance, 


Means of Grace, Offers of Pardon, conditional Pro- 
miles of Salvation, with a Command to all Men to 


1 accept it? What can manifeſt the Bleſſed God to be 


upon Terms of Mercy with them, if this does not ? 


V. This icems to be a fair and eaſy Way, to an- 


ſwer thoſe Texts of Scripture, which regrefent God 


+ as (a) the Saviour of all Men, eſpecially of them that be- 
live; and aflert that (6) God calls and commands all 
Men, every where, to repent, That (c) Chriſt taſted 
2 Death for every Man : That (d) he gave himſe a Ran- 
om ſor all Men, to be teſtified in due time: That (e) he 
died for all- That (J) he gave himfelf to be the Propitia- 
tion for the Sins of the whole World : That (g) the Father 
ent the Son to be the Saviour of the World ; That (k) God 
o loved the World, that he ſent his Son, not to condemn the 
= World, but that thro' hum the World might be ſaved, and 
that whoſever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have 
Reverlaſting Life, 

Be it granted, that there are other Texts which 
aſſert, that there is a ſpecial Number of whom the Fa- 
ther choſe and gave to the Son, whoſe Salvation is 
Zablolutely ſecured, by the Death and Interceſſion of 
23 Chriſt. But why ſhould this hinder our interpret- 
Zing the foregoing in a more general Senſe ? Why 
3 ſhould we affect to limit that Grace of God, which 
3God himſelf expreſſes in an unlimited Manner? The 
allowing the abſolute Sa. vation of the Elect, by the Righ- 
| t = . teouſneſs 
(a) 1 Tim, iv. 10. (3) Acts xvii. 30. (c) Heb, 


1 iii. 9. {d) 1 Tim. ii, 6, (e) 2 Cor. v. 14. (f) 1 
John ii. 2, (g) Ch. iv. 14. () John ui, 16, 
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teouſneſs and Death of Chriſt on the one hand, and, 
the conditional Salvation providedfor all Mankind, and of. tur, 
fered to them in the Goſpel, on the other, thro' the four 
all- ſufficient Value of the ſame Righteouſneſs and Betas 
Death, is a fair, natural and eaſy Way of Reconcih ib 
ing theſe different Texts of Seriptures, without any (ev 
Strain or Torture put upon any of them, mou 

Agreeable to this are Mr. Calvin's own Words, on , 
Matt. xxvi. v. 8. Thas is my Blood of the New Teſtament, $13 vi 
which was ed for many for the Remiſſion of Sins. Sub (th 
&© -multorum nomine non partem mundi tantum delig- thi. 
„ nat, ſed totum humanum genus. Under the Name an 
* of Many, he ſignifies not a Part of the World only, Ache 
* but all Mankind,” And in many other Parts of his ple 
Writings, (particularly in his Comment on Rom, v, in 
18, 1 John ii. 2. 2 Pet. ii. 1.) he clearly exprefleihe 
the ſame Sentiment, viz; That Chriſt died for All. » 
think it is clear from theſe Conſiderations, That of 


"_ 


thoſe who are net abſolutely defied to eternal Salva: ,y 
tion, yet are not predeſtinated to eternal Miſery, by ren 
any abſolute Decree of Reprobation, Nor are they left in pot 
the State of fallen Angels or Devils, for whom n 
Saviour is appointed. But there is a conditional? 
Salvation provided for all Men, and thro'-the Me 


+ 
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K indneſs arid» Love to others, in which the bleſſed? 
God is ſet forth as our Example, that we cannot tel 
how to receive it. Yet, if it were never ſo true j 
and never ſo plainly revealed in Scripture, it would pan 
only be a Doctrine which might require our file ng 
Submiſhon to it, with awful Reverence of the Ma- ron 
jeſty of the great God, But it is by no MeansaWM 
Doctrine in which we could or ſhould rejoice andhoſ, 
glory, or to.take pleaſure in it; becauſe it has Hula 
dreadful an Aſpect on far the greateſt Part of our, 
Fellow-Creatures, Nor do I think the bleſſed God NIA 
would require us, ſo far to diyeſt ourſelves of Hu 

 manity 


j . 91 
, 3 as to take a ſecret Satisfaction, in the abſs” 
d of- ute and eternal Appointment of ſuch Numbers of 
the Jour Kindred Fleſh and Blood, to everlaſting Perdi- 
and tion Much leſs ſhould we make this awful and ter- 
Dncil- 4 ible Article a Matter of our public Boaſt and Triumph, 
t any (even if we could prove it to be revealed) but rather 
mourn for it. N 
s, on And fince fo many Scriptures affert, that Chriſt 
amen, lived and died as a common Mediator of mankind, 
Sub (tho' with a peculiar Regard to the Ele&) methinks 
delig- this Doctrine of the extenſive Goodneſs of God, is 
Name ſa much more deſirable Opinion, and ſhould be more 
only, hearfully received by us, as it is ſo agreea- 
of his ple to our Charity to all Men, and ſo neceſſary for 
om. Y, Fvindicating the Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Sincerity of 
rreflei the bleſſed God, in his Tranſactions with Mankind. 
l, 7 When therefore I hear Men talk of the DoQtine 
Thal of Reprobation, with a ſpecial Guſt and Reliſh, as a 
Salcu. favourite Doctrine, I cannot but ſuſpe& their good 
E by Temper, and doubt, whether they love their Neigh-. 
left in hour as themſelves, The Caſe is very different, 
m no when Saints are ſaid in Scripture, To rejoice in the 
tional public Judgments of God, upon the Antichriſtian 
e Me. tae, or upon the wicked Oppreſſors, and incorri- 
_ Fible Sinners of the World. For that is the Effet 
nds in df God's Equity and Righteouſneſs, as a wiſe and 
ons 0!2Faithful Governor. But this would be an Inſtance 


leſſed ; merely of his dreadful Sovereignty, and hardly con- 
ot tel iſtent with Goodneſs. 

) 5 I would aſk leave alſo to enquire, What great Ad- 
would 


antages can be derived to Religion, by endeavour- 
ng to limit the Extent of the Death of Chrift, and 
onſequently to take away all Mannerof Hopes, and 


r ſelen 
e Ma- 


eansz .ndeavours, and Prayers, from thoſe who are ſup- 
e and ſſpoſed not to be elected? Does the Doctrine of parte- 
ias folular Election obtain any farther Confirmation by it? 
of our By no Means, Whatever becomes of the reſt of 


d God 
f Hu- 
Lanity,y 


ankmd, their Salvation is ſecured, Does the Good- 
iefs and ſpeciat Grace of God acquire any n 
| this 
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this Limitation? No certainly. Divine Grace , matu 
the ſame toward the Ele&, whether others are ſaved no \ 
or loſt, Are the Ele& any way diſcouraged by it? ©. 
Not in the leaſt. But by contrary Doctrine, many Exh 
Perſons who are awaked to a Senſe of Sin, and are dbſu 
ſeeking aſter Chrift for Salvation, may be terribly dif. Sint 
couraged from receiving his Offers of Grace, when pod: 
they are taught to doubt whether there be any Grace Hort 
provided for them, and whether Jeſus be appointed her 
io act as their Saviour. It may be a means to drive theſ 
ſome poor Souls to Deſpair, when they hear that nd 
unleſs they are elected, they may ſeek after Salva- give 
tion by Chriſt in vain, for there is none purchaſed the 
for them. And it may tempt them to begin.at the of 
wrong end, and ſeek to pry into the Counſels. of : V 
God, before they dare truſt in his Grace, or ſubmit art: 
to the Goſpel of Chrift, 1 O 
Now if many Inconvemences may atiſe from thus 
limiting the Virtue of the Blood of Chriſt, and if no 
valuable End or Advantage to Religion can be ob- 
tain'd by this narrow opinion: What ſhould make 
men ſo zealous to get the greateſt Part of the World 
utterly excluded from all Hopes and all Salvation? 
W great Objection againſt what L have ſaid is 
this; | A 
If there be only an outward Suffciency of Salvation 
provided for them who are not elected, or Salvation 
on Condition that they believe, but no inward Suſti- 
ciency of Grace to change their Hearts, and enable 
them to believe, the Event will be the fame, as if“ 
no Salvation were provided: Since they themſelvesy 
cannot believe, being by Nature dead in Sin.“ y 
I anſwer, It is true, no Sinner can believe, but 
by the Almighty Power of God; And therefore o 
fuch are ſaid to be dead in Sin; and. the Neceſſity of 
a Divine Power, to raiſe them from this ſpiritualh 
Death, is held forth in many Places of Scripture.y 
Vet we mult ſay ſtill, that Sinners are. not under 
ſuch an Impoſſibilitiy of believing, as if they were g 
a naturally? 


. 1 


* u Haturally dead. For if they were, there would be 


— 


aved * Manner of Need or Uſe of any moral Means or Mo- 


y it ? ves, ſuch as Commands, Promiſes, Threatnings, 
nany Exhortations: Theſe would all be impertinent and 
d are abſurd. For they could have no more Influence on 
7 diſ- Sinners, than if we commanded or exhorted a dead 
vhen pody to riſe or move; which Commands and Ex- 
zrace Hortations would appear ridiculous and uſeleſs, Since 
inted Fherefore the bleſſed God in his Word, does uſe 
drive theſe moral Means and Molives, to call Sinners to Faith 


that And Repentance, it is certain, there is Power ſuſficient 
alva- given them, to hear and obey the Call: And that 
haſed 2 are not under any Neceſſity of continuing in Sin, 
it the And of being deſtroyed. 
Is of With regard to Faith, or helieving in Chrift, in 
abmit 22 our Saviour thus explains his own Words. 
In one Place he ſaith, No Man can come unto me, ex- 
| thus Rept my Father draw him. And in another Place he 
if no gharges the Jews with this as their Fault, Ye will 
e ob- Mot come unto me, that ye may have Life, 
make Leet this then be conſtantly maintained, that there 
Vorld\ not only an outward Sufficiency of Salvation provided 
tion? ro' the D and Death of Chriſt, for every one 
aid is ho repent, and believes the Gſpel; but alſo that there 
an inward Sufficiency of Power given by God to every 
lvation ne, to hearken to the Calls of God's Grace, and by 
vation Faith to receive that Salvation. And thus much is 
| Sut-Fbfficient to maintain the, Sincerity of God, in his 
-nableWniverſal Offers of Salvation thro* Chriſt, and his 
, as if pany Commands to all Men every where, to repent 
ſelveignd believe the Goſpel; As well as to vindicate his 
Equity at the great Day, in condemning the Impe- 
e, but Mitent and Unbeliever. For ſince there was both 
reſoreFn outward and inward Sufficiency for their Reco- 
ſity of Fery, their Death lies at their own Door, being 
61111 ual ſp holly owing to their wilful, obſtinate Rejection of 
ipture. od and Chriſt, and his Salvation. 
under I have only this to add, If ſerious Chriſtians are 


were But deſirous to.come as near each other as they can, 


* 
* * 
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if they are 2 to be reconciled to one ano- 45 
ther, as far as the preſent Darkneſſes and Difficultie: 5 
 Wilh alloy: play they net hearti! embrace g nan. : 
Get, notwithſtanding ewa life nn the ix Senti· 


ments? Surely, the Deſire to do this, will take away 


a thouſand Cavils and Contentions, and a thouſand © 
unchriſtian Reproaches from the Lips and Pens of 
thoſe who profeſs to warityp the ſame God, to be- 
lieve in the ſame Savidar, - hope for the Opera. IF 
tions of the ſame bleſſed Spirit, and who defire to : 


aſcribe their Salvation to the ſame Grace of God, 4 
who is bleſſed for ever more l Amen. I 
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